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As residents in our area, along with the rest of  the world, wrestle as best they can 
with the incredible curve ball known as COVID-19, the VPC is marshalling on, albe-
it remotely, with our work, and we have significant news to share about our leader-
ship. After 15 years at the helm, Peter Fenwick has stepped aside as VPC president. 
At our board meeting in February, Christopher Bennett was unanimously elected 
to fill that seat. Board members are extremely grateful for the countless hours Peter 
has devoted to the organization. Few people could bring as much knowledge and 
insight, and we are thankful that he will continue to serve on the board and execu-
tive committee as past president. We hope you will extend your personal thanks to 
him when you see him out and about, as we are truly in his debt for his many years 
of  service.

We are so fortunate to have found a willing and capable successor in Chris Bennett. 
Chris joined the VPC board in 2007, so he is steeped in the history of  the organiza-
tion and well-acquainted with the issues currently on our plate. Chris’s understanding 
of  real estate has proved an asset to the staff  and board over the years, and both he 
and his wife Julie are well-known and active in the community. Like Peter, Chris has 
good management skills and is quick on the up-take, so we are certain to continue 
to be in good hands. The board also re-elected Kathleen Pontone as Vice President, 
John Beckley as Secretary, and Bill Stewart as Treasurer.

In more good news, VPC is also pleased to introduce our new development director, 
Sally Ruppert. Sally joined the staff  in December of  last year and is filling the need 
identified in our 2019 strategic planning exercise of  expanding our membership and 
developing a planned giving program. She will also focus on events that could help 
replace the income stream previously generated by the art show. Sally has a wealth 
of  experience, most recently working for the Baltimore Museum of  Art where she 
served as senior director of  development. In just a few months’ time she has become 
one of  the family, and we feel extremely lucky to have her talents at our disposal. 
Sally is anxious to get acquainted with members, so please reach out.

Much of  our time in March was spent contemplating the impacts of  the pandemic 
and adjusting schedules for all kinds of  meetings and events. Everything from coun-
ty town halls, CZMP hearings, steeplechase races, to the 50th anniversary of  Earth 
Day, have had to adjust to the new reality and requirements of  social distancing. 
Adjustments have been made, and for events that were cancelled for this year, we 
hope they will be all the sweeter next year, when all this upheaval will hopefully be a distant memory. In 
the meantime, VPC continues to work on relevant studies and virtually participate in meetings and other 
activities. We are excited about the optimal solar siting study that should be completed later this spring, 
and are pleased to share results from the climate analysis undertaken in 2019. Please stay safe. We will find 
our way forward together.

Christopher Bennett
VPC incoming president

Sally Ruppert
VPC development director

Peter Fenwick
VPC outgoing president

Top photo courtesy of  Tammie Monaco.
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VPC Examines Climate Trends Specific to the Valleys
Those who attended VPC’s annual meeting in September 2019 got a preview of  the climate trends study for our area 
by Dr. Rawlings Miller, a climate scientist and principal at US WSP, an international consulting firm. A changing climate 
means a changing ecology, so the study looked at observed and future changes in climate and extreme events; impacts 
on the water cycle, forests, and agriculture, as well as potential management strategies. Below are some of  the findings.
  

Observed Changes in Temperature

The above diagrams review how temperatures have changed in the U.S. over the last century. The graph on the left 
shows that global temperatures have been rising. The map on the right shows that the change in temperature is not 
uniform. Some areas are getting hotter than others, and there are even global warming holes, such as in the southeast 
U.S., where temperatures have not risen. In Baltimore County, current summer and winter temperatures average 74.2°F 
and 34.3°F, respectively. Annual maximum monthly temperatures have risen by 2.5°F since 1900. Warming is expected 
to continue, but at a faster rate, with July (the hottest month of  the year) projected to increase between 3.6°F and 4.1°F 
in the near term, and possibly as much as 10°F by the end of  the century.

Observed Changes in Precipitation
The U.S. has been getting wetter in most, but not all, of  the country. Parts of  the upper Midwest and Northeast have 
experienced larger increases in rain and snow, with Maryland registering as somewhat wetter. The more crucial change 
is in how that rain is falling, with an increasing trend of  “very heavy” precipitation in our region. 

When the national climate models were scaled down to Baltimore County, the data showed that precipitation has been 
increasing over the past century, and both minimum and maximum temperatures have also been increasing. Current annu-
al precipitation of  46.1 inches per year has increased about 6 inches (15%) since 1900 and, based on future projections, 
is expected to continue to increase at about the same rate into the future. The big difference is the amount of  rain that 
will fall in intense events. The study notes that 2018 was the wettest year on record, in part due to a large high-pressure 
system that was stationary off  the coast of  New England thereby causing rainy storms to stall over the county. Some 
parts of  the county received over 80 inches of  rain, and the water table reached record highs. 

What does this mean for our future?
Environmental changes are natural to an extent. What is alarming is today’s rate of  change. Natural cycles can become 
out of  sync and problems more severe. We are losing trees, streams are flooding, weeds are taking over, pests are in-
creasing, and it is often too hot to do outside activities. Actions to conserve energy, rely less on fossil fuels, nurture our 
forests, repair our streams, reduce impervious surface, enrich our soils, and generally live lighter on the land, can head 
off  the more dire Business As Usual results forecasted. We can find ways to improve the natural resources around us 
that will in turn improve our climate and balance human needs with the needs of  our life-sustaining ecosystems. 
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Observed Changes in Precipitation Since 1958, increasing trend of  
“very heavy” precipitation

Key findings in the three issue areas are summarized on the next page. The full study is available on the VPC website 
(www.thevpc.org). It contains a tremendous amount of  information as well as potential management strategies that 
could help steer actions to the most beneficial path as we face new weather patterns and climate conditions. Baltimore 
County’s successful growth management and preservation will be an aid in these strategies. The good news is that our 
local climate will continue to be conducive to farming, with less severe changes than other parts of  the country. There 
will be new challenges, of  course. The information in both VPC’s climate study and forthcoming optimal solar siting 
study will hopefully be used to inform land use regulations and Baltimore County’s Master Plan 2030.
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Heat Events Predicted for Mid-Century and End-Century
Optimistic and Business as Usual (BAU) Scenarios

Today Mid-Century End-Century
Optimistic BAU Optimistic BAU

Days above 95⁰F 10 29 44 33 68
Days above 100⁰F 2 8 15 10 32
Days above 105⁰F 0 1 4 2 12
Days above 110⁰F 0 0 1 0 3
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Streams, Water Table and Flooding
• Monthly average streamflow is typically higher in late winter and early spring. Streamflow levels have been in-

creasing over the past few decades. Streamflow and the water table are well correlated with precipitation.
• Heavier rainfall events could lead to increased runoff  in regions with high runoff  potential and increased 

streamflow that could further enhance stream bank erosion potentially changing the shape of  the channel and 
carrying toxins, nutrients, sediment and debris downstream.  

• Locations in lower relative elevations are anticipated to be at greater risk to the combined increases of  ground-
water and streamflow. The more urban or built environment within the county could experience an increase in 
streamflow temperatures when runoff  is exposed to and flows over heated pavement.

• Locations in higher elevations or on steep slopes will require stronger stormwater management to contain run-
off  on the site.

• Regions at high risk for flooding and high runoff  should be carefully managed (for example, important infra-
structure and construction should be kept away from these zones when possible) and prioritized for mitigation 
of  runoff  effects.

Forests
• Two forest health assessments conducted in Northwest Baltimore County suggest overcrowding of  trees, dense 

canopy closure, invasive species, and deer have compromised forest health.  Forest fragmentation was also noted 
as an obstacle.  

• Diversification of  tree stock, while managing for invasive tree species, may support forest health so that forests 
can sustain future impacts under a changing climate, including changes in pests and fungus. Continued imple-
mentation of  forest management strategies and practices, such as prescriptive thinning, should be conducted.

• Oaks are considered robust against future climate change under the low scenario, but could be compromised by 
mid-century under the high scenario.  Because of  this, it is recommended to monitor oak health and trends over 
time, along with revisiting these findings as climate projections are updated.

• Understanding how pests and fungus may change in response to a changing climate is an area of  active research.  
Based on current understandings, pests and fungus may benefit from warming temperatures and will require ad-
ditional management and resources.  

Farmland and Soils
• Agriculture is an important economic driver in the region and is part of  the fabric of  the County’s culture and 

identity.  Sustainable agriculture has a strong future in Baltimore County with its prime farmland and favorable 
weather conditions.  Sustainable agriculture includes such methods as minimizing soil disturbance and maximiz-
ing plant diversity which can also help offset the future changes in climate by increasing carbon sequestration 
and aid in local food production.

• Baltimore county has been actively engaged in protecting farmland through agricultural and environmental ease-
ments, a practice that provides a sustainable future for its residents and local food security.  

• Under future climate conditions, crops may require some adaptive practices to ensure farmers can continue to 
produce strong crop yields and support the sequestration of  greenhouse gases.  Specifically, practices should 
address water management during periods of  too much or too little rain along with reducing the impacts of  hot 
summer temperatures.

• Baltimore County may be further incentivized over the coming decades to continue farming and provide incen-
tives to protect agricultural lands given its productive soils and more favorable future changes in climate com-
pared to other farming communities across the country.  

• Farmers may be well-positioned to balance commodity production that supports economic vitality with local 
food production that supports community sustainability.

Climate Analysis: Summary of  Key Findings for Three Issue Areas
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CZMP 2020: Planning Board Public Hearings Cut Short - Process Continues
Like all events scheduled this spring, the first round of  public hearings on rezoning requests have been cancelled due 
to the on-going health crisis. Of  the seven councilmanic districts, only districts 1 and 2 held public hearings before 
the planning board due to the social distancing requirements and ban on public gatherings. In lieu of  the meetings 
in each district, the county has created a new way to accept public comments online. Just Google Baltimore County 
CZMP to find the link to the new tool. The planning board will accept comments until April 10, 2020 via the new 
online application, email (czmp2020@baltimorecountymd.gov) or mail (Baltimore County Department of  Planning, 
CZMP Coordinator, 105 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 101, Towson 21204. 

The planning board will hold a live-streamed meeting on April 21 at 6 p.m., where members will review all informa-
tion and input provided. On April 22, the planning board will hold work sessions for further review of  CZMP issues, 
and these also will be live-streamed. 

In keeping with the county master plan and the reservoir agreement, VPC does not support upzonings in reservoir 
watersheds or the agriculture priority preservation zone. VPC took positions on the issues below in districts 2 and 3:

2-025 Falls Road near Lake Roland - site of  large mixed-use development recently denied by county
Support the change requested from BM CCC (5.99), BR AS (0.20), RC7 (0.12) to BR AS (0.01), CB (6.17), RC7 (0.13)

2-027 Butler Road in Historic Glyndon
Oppose the change requested from DR 3.5 (1.21) to ML (1.21)

2-040 6617 Falls Road - near Lake Roland
Support the change requested from DR 1 (0.77) to DR 1 NC (0.77)

3-001 704 Western Run Road 
Oppose the change requested from RC7 (7.42) to RC2 (7.42)

 3-002 Friendly Farms 
Oppose the change requested from RC2 (9.78) to BL (9.74), RC2 (0.05) 
The restaurant wants to add almost 10 acres of  BL zoning. 

3-007 14313 Hanover Pike 
Oppose the change requested from RC2 (7.57) to BM (7.57) 
This property was a business at one time but is now vacant. It was downzoned in a previous cycle.

3-031 Oregon Grille 
Support retaining current zoning: RC4 (3.55), RC7 (0.13) 
This issue was raised as a neutral issue (no change requested), but could be changed to a more intensive zoning. The current 
RC4 zoning is appropriate for rural properties with sensitive streams.

3-032 Boring Fire Department 
Oppose the change requested from RC2 (3.93) to ML (3.93) 
This is perhaps the most controversial issue in the third district. The Arcadia and Boring volunteer fire departments have 
merged and a new Upperco VFD will be relocated to a new facility on Rt. 30. The Boring VFD property is about to be sold, and 
an upzoning has been filed. The requested zone, Manufacturing Light (ML), is a very intensive zone with many allowed uses that 
would not be compatible with the rural village or surrounding agriculturally zoned properties.
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Easements Secured in 2019
Information provided by Baltimore County Department of  Planning

Landowner Location Acreage Program Restricting 
Agency

Donations MET & Land Trusts 
Scott and Moira McGill York and Stablers-

ville Roads
84.13 MET MET

Keyser Run LLC Keyser Run Court 8.657 Donated LPT
Kings Eye LLC Butler Road No new acreage

Overlay extinguishes 
density

Donated LPT overlay of 
MET

Keyser Run LLC Cockeys Mill 
Road

4.313 Donated LPT

Rural Legacy (easements or in-fee)  
Piney Run RLA
Henry S. Clark III Butler Road 62.63 Rural Legacy DNR/LPT
Thomas and Ashley Cole Mount Carmel 

Road
55.704 Rural Legacy DNR/LPT

George and Amanda Ma-
honey

Kemp Road 115.6297 Rural Legacy DNR/LPT

Harry and Jacqueline 
Morfoot

Trenton Road 29.896 Rural Legacy DNR/LPT

Gunpowder Valley RLA
Michael Lang Home Road 58.931 Rural Legacy DNR/GVC

Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation  
Ensor, Edward Bosley, 
Trustee of the Leoinel 
Kemp Ensor, Jr. Residuary 
Trust

Thornton Mill 
Road

101.852 MALPF MALPF

Hewitt, Sheila A. Revo-
cable Trust, C/O Lauren 
Hewitt Botti & Sharon D. 
Hewitt, Co-Trustees

Resh Mill Road 76.128 MALPF MALPF

Billy and Kristy Whipper-
man

Oakland Road 21.128 MALPF MALPF

Johansson Family Trust, 
LLC

S. Rhul Road 78.04857 MALPF MALPF

Dorothy White Hydes Road 78.384 MALPF MALPF
Nancy DiPaula Pleasantville Road 119.924 MALPF MALPF

Program Open Space –
Stateside
Glencoe Properties LLC Glencoe Road 185 State POS DNR/FL

TOTAL 1,080.36

Our thanks to all who put their land into easement. A special thanks goes to George and Mandy Mahoney who bought 
the land on Kemp Road, targeted several years ago for a BGE regional substation, and permanently protected it in 2019.
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Updated 2009
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AmazonSmile and the VPC
Did you know that when you shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon will 
donate to the Valleys Planning Council?

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support the Valleys Planning Council every time you shop, at no 
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low prices, selection, and convenience 
as Amazon.com—with the added benefit that Amazon will donate 0.5% of  your eligible purchases to 
the VPC!

How does AmazonSmile work?
First, go to smile.amazon.com and create an account. Then, you will be prompted to select a charitable or-
ganization, in this case, the Valleys Planning Council.  After that, every time you shop on AmazonSmile, they 
will donate 0.5% of  the purchase price for eligible purchases to the Valleys Planning Council. It’s that simple.

Is there any cost to the Valleys Planning Council or to customers?
There is no cost to the VPC or to you. The shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added 
benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate to the VPC. If  you’re already an Amazon shopper, 
give it a try!  Don’t forget to Smile!

Earth Day Anyway

VPC joined numerous other local organizations to plan a large event in April to celebrate the 50th anniversary of  
Earth Day. Due to the COVID-19 virus, the Baltimore Earth Day 2020 festival at Oregon Ridge Nature Center has 
been postponed until April 2021. But, we have not thrown in the towel, and hope you will plan to join others in 
celebrating EARTH DAY ANYWAY at home! Earth Day connected millions on its first observance in 1970 and is 
now a global effort. The 50th anniversary of  Earth Day is a momentous time to continue and strengthen the efforts 
to restore the natural resources of  the world in which we live, now and for future generations.

It is essential that we maintain connected to the spirit of  Earth Day, especially as we are now being called to "Think 
Globally, Act Locally" for the sake of  public health.
We invite you to celebrate Earth Day Anyway throughout the month of  April with our curated list of  actions you can 
perform from home. Together, our individual actions will add up to a better tomorrow. 

Please visit the Earth Day Anyway website for activity ideas: https://gunpowdervalleyconservancy.org/earth-day/. 
Earth Day Anyway 

website includes suggestions for activities in these categories:

Watch an environmental movie
Inspire the next generation

Clean Up Your Neighborhood
Become more Bay-Wise

Engage in spiritual practices
Observe the Nature in your backyard

Become a Citizen Scientist

Earth Day 50th Anniversary
April 22, 2020



Yes, I want to protect Baltimore County’s agricultural, natural, 
historic, and scenic resources, and work to promote a balanced 

and rational use of the land for the benefit of present and future 
generations by becoming a VPC member at the following level:

  Executive ($10,000 & above)
  Steward ($5,000 to $9,999)
  Guardian ( $2,500 to $4,999)
  Preservationist ($1,500 to $2,499)
  Conservator ($500 to $1,499)
  Advocate ($150 to $499)
  Supporter (up to $149)

  
 
Name____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________________________________
Phone____________________ email___________________________ 
  

The Valleys Planning Council Inc.
P.O. Box 5402, Towson, MD 21285-5402

410-337-6877    www.thevpc.org

The Valleys Planning 
Council is a 501 (c) (3)

tax-exempt 
organization.

Your donation is tax 
deductible to the fullest

extent allowed.
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