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It is hard to believe it is already tax season; it seems like 2019 just got started, but here it is, mid-April. The VPC annual meeting is 
right around the corner. Please plan to join us on the evening of  May 14 and watch for announcements about time and agenda.

The Olszewski administration, having taken office in early December of  last year, now has several months under its belt, and the 
leadership team has been working on transition opportunities, reaching out to constituents and community groups, and making initial 
changes. Among early actions were changes to top personnel. Stacy Rodgers, who most recently served as director of  Baltimore City’s 
social services department, has been tapped to replace Fred Homan as the county administrative officer, a key position that oversees 
day-to-day operations of  county government. Patrick Murray, who served as chief  of  staff  to Maryland senate president Mike Miller, 
is the new chief  of  staff  for the county executive. In a move to address concerns expressed during the election about unfair influence 
and lack of  transparency, Elisabeth Sachs has been appointed as director of  government reform and strategic initiatives. The new 
administration recently proposed a package of  three ethics bills that was passed by the county council in March. The new legsilation 
paves the way for a public financing option for candidates in local races; strengthens and clarifies the county’s reporting requirements 
for lobbyists; and creates a new office of  ethics and accountability.

Barry Williams was reappointed as director of  the county’s Recreation and Parks department. In February, he made changes at the ag 
center, naming Mary de la Reguera as site manager under the supervision of  Susan Cormack, who also oversees the Oregon Ridge 
Lodge. There had been an atmosphere of  conflict and distrust building over time at the ag center, and the personnel changes, along 
with the decision of  the recreation and parks board to deny the request to create a competing recreation council for the site, will 
hopefully put things on a productive path going forward. Also encouraging in another part of  government is the creation of  a new 
outreach position within the Department of  Environmental Protection and Sustainability (DEPS). Ellen Kobler, former deputy com-
munications manager for the county executive, is now coordinator of  communications and community engagement within DEPS. 

There are three important positions that have yet to be finalized. The departments of  Planning; Permits, Inspections and Approvals; 
and Environmental Protection and Sustainability all have acting directors. The county executive is reportedly reviewing applications 
for these positions and also evaluating the performance of  the acting directors.

County Executive Olszewski also expanded his staff  to include a community liaison for each councilmanic district. Within VPC’s ter-
ritory, the new contacts for community assistance and information are Michelle Bernstein for district 2 and Anne Marie Humphries 
for district 3. Thus far, there seems to be much more encouragement of  county staff  to be involved, inclusive, and responsive when it 
comes to requests from constituents and community groups. VPC was pleased to be given a seat on one of  the transition team work 
groups and has high hopes for the new administration, which seems devoted to ushering in a new style and era of  responsiveness.

Goodbye winter ........... Hello spring and summer!
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Summary of Land Preservation in Baltimore County
Provided by Baltimore County Department of Planning

2016 2017 2018
Donated Easements and 
In Fee Acquisition

120.8 274.35 85.12

Rural Legacy Ease-
ments and In Fee Acqui-
sitions

429.5 154.28 279.65

Maryland Ag Land Pres-
ervation Foundation

213.3 301 561.25

Total Annual Acres 763.6 729.6 926.02
Total Cumulative 
Acres

64,319 65,049 65,975

2018 Summary of Conservation Easements Outside the URDL
As Reported by Baltimore County Department of Planning

Landowner Name Street Acreage Program Restricting Agency

John M. and Renae A. Olver Vance Road 11.65 MET MET/TMC
Samuel and Michaeline M. Yaffe Markoe Road 10.68 MET MET/TMC
Michael Thomas Wharton Western Run Road 16.42 MET MET/LPT
Philip D. and Deborah B. English Brightside Ave. 6.64 MET MET/NeighborSpace
Clark and Ann Mackenzie Gadd Road 18.92 LPT LPT
Skyist Enterprises, LLC Hillside Ave. 20.81 MET MET/LPT

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Fenwick Sr. Belmont Road 207.65 RL DNR/RL
Larry R. Silverstein and James A. 
Stautberg

Jarrettsville Pike 30 RL DNR/TMC

Edward S. Voss, Jr. Monkton 42 RL DNR/TMC

Robert and Betty Yeager Ridge Road 39.53 MALPF MALPF
Michael S. Nash. Jr. Mt. Carmel Road 20.18 MALPF MALPF
M. Edward Bowman New Freedom Road 124.03 MALPF MALPF
Blanche Wirtz Chickentown Road 48.92 MALPF MALPF
Troyer Farms, LLC Old York Road 118.89 MALPF MALPF
Richard Huggins Gore Mill Road 54.89 MALPF MALPF
Nancy Bruehl Wheatley Mt. Carmel Road 47.89 MALPF MALPF
Anne and Ralph Wismer Harris Mill Road 106.92 MALPF MALPF

Total acreage for 18 properties 926.02
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April 2019 Steeplechase Races

109th Running My Lady’s Manor Steeplechase Races 
Saturday, April 13, 2019

Jarrettsville Pike (MD 146) at Pocock Road in Monkton

Post Time for Stick Pony Race- 12 p.m.
Post Time for Lead Line Race- 12:30 p.m. 

Post Time for First Race- 1:30 p.m.

117th Running Grand National Steeplechase
Saturday, April 20, 2019

2838 Butler Road in Butler

1:45 – Junior Field Master’s Chase
3:15 – Grand National Steeplechase

4:00 – Benjamin H. Murray Memorial
4:45 – Western Run Plate

The 123rd Running, the 125th Anniversary Maryland Hunt Cup
Saturday, April 27, 2019

2700 Tufton Avenue in the Worthington Valley

Gates open 11 a.m.
post time 4:00 p.m. – must arrive by 3:00 p.m.

Junior Hunt Cup: Sunday, April 28th, 2019
Sunday, April 28, 2019

Shawan Downs 1401 Shawan Road in Cockeysville

Gates open at 11:00 a.m.
First Race at 12 noon

Spring into Steeplechase Season
www.marylandsteeplechaseassociation.com.

They are off  and running in locations across 
Baltimore County as steeplechase season gets 
underway. The “big three” races include My 
Lady’s Manor, the Grand National, and the 
Maryland Hunt Cup.

For those not in-the-know, a steeplechase is a 
race run over a several-mile course that in-
cludes a large number of  fences to be jumped 
by the skilled horses and jockeys. It is quite an 
endurance test for both riders and steeds as the 
courses are typically several miles in length with 
jumps in excess of  four feet high. The Hunt 
Cup is the most strenuous course at four miles 
long with twenty-two fences. Finishing the 
course is a feat in itself, and it is not uncom-
mon for the field of  horses to dwindle signifi-
cantly by the time they reach the finish line.

Admittance to the races is by the carload. Any-
one interested in attending should buy a park-
ing pass in advance from one of  the vendors 
found at the Maryland Steeplechase Associa-
tion website.

Tailgating and socializing abound, but once the 
horses head for the paddock, race fans take 
note and find their favorite viewing spot. It is 
impossible to see the entire race from any one 
location. Some fans change perch once or twice 
to catch different segments of  the race, but 
most find a spot and wait for the moment 
when they come racing by, following the 
comments of  the race announcer to learn who 
is clearing fences and gaining advantage. Come 
out and enjoy a day in the country, rain or 
shine. Tally ho!

photo courtesy of kbmoore.com

The Old Line 
Society will 
sponsor its annu-
al pre-race party 
on Friday, April 
19, the eve of  the 
Grand National 
Steeplechase. 
For tickets: old-
linecalcutta.bpt.
me. Proceeds 
benefit the VPC.
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Trash Talk
Littering is illegal and violators risk fines and even jail time, but one wouldn’t know this 
from looking at the trash piling up along roadsides. VPC has been getting an increas-
ing number of  calls asking how to combat this trend. Some members are offering to 
participate in organized cleanups, and some may get their chance to do so as Baltimore 
County’s Department of  Environmental Protection and Sustainability (DEPS) gears 
up for BaltoCo Litter Blitz for Earth Day 2019. The county is encouraging a variety of  
DIY-style clean-ups.

Litter seems to be increasing along roads, streams, and other places where the public idly 
tosses containers, bags, and wrappers. This is a consequence of  today’s disposable soci-
ety and the reason many lawmaking bodies are considering bans against various forms 
of  packaging, bags, and single use plastic items. In fact, Maryland could become the first 
state to ban foam containers if  a current bill is signed by the governor, joining a number 
of  large cities that have already imposed such restrictions. It is a hard habit and conve-
nience to give up, but all those containers and plastic straws, lids, forks, bottles, and bags 
are wreaking havoc in the natural world.

Some believe that measures like the foam ban are the most effective way to reduce littering, i.e., stopping litter at its source, 
rather than trying to change human behavior. But others are considering increasing fines as a deterrent. One thing that may be 
affecting the increased complaints about litter in the county is that prisoners on work release used to be assigned to litter patrol, 
but that ceased about two years ago when that labor was reassigned to the county’s recycling center. Still, the Department of  
Public Works Bureau of  Highways picks up roadside litter on a rotating basis throughout the county and will respond to spe-
cific roadside litter complaints, which can be filed using the county’s new app BaltCoGo. 

Adopt a Road
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/publicworks/highways/adoptaroad.html
Baltimore County authorizes volunteer groups or individuals to pick up litter and recyclables along 
county rights-of-way. Groups can get recognition for their efforts and help keep debris from harm-
ing waterways and cluttering roadsides. Safety vests and cones can be provided to improve safety.

Clean Green 15 Challenge
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/environment/cleangreen/cleangreen15.html
Residents can get a two-fer by helping a Baltimore County public school win a grant and reducing litter in their community by 
organizing a 15-minute clean-up of  a local park, schoolyard, stream or other area. Just identify a school to help, organize a quick 
clean-up, take a photo, and determine the quantity of  trash removed. Enter the info on the county’s Clean Green 15 Litter 
Cleanup website. Schools with the most trash collected on their behalf  will win a grant for school projects. The 2018 program 
resulted in 338 clean-ups conducted by 5,057 volunteers who picked up 3,471 bags of  litter and debris.

#Trashtag Challenge
www.facebook.com/CleanGreenBaltCo
This is the latest online viral challenge, encouraging everyone concerned about trash to lend a hand in its removal. If  you plan 
to participate in #Trashtag, here are a few different options to dispose of  the litter you collect.

• For a few bags, set them out with the household trash;
• For a number of  bags, drop them off  at the county landfill, or inquire if  a local business will allow use of  a commercial 

dumpster;
• For a large clean-up, contact the Baltimore County Bureau of  Highways at 410-887-3560, preferably in advance, and ask 

them to pick up the bags, providing an exact location. You can also make a request via the BaltCoGo app (available for free 
from your app store) by selecting the option for a “Roads and Sidewalks Issue.”
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The Latest Installment of  Meet the VPC Board 
Spotlight on Henry Jenkins by Megan Billingsley

I’ve known Henry Jenkins for about a year, and he has always come across as 
a calm, steady presence on the board and executive committee. So it is fair to 
say that when I met up with him at his house the other day, I was not ex-
pecting to chat with a man whose enthusiasm and excitement for the land is 
reminiscent of  a child’s passion for their favorite thing in the world.  Except 
that’s exactly what the land is to him, his favorite thing in the world (other 
than his family).

“Lucky” and “caretaker” were two 
words that he repeatedly used during 
our conversation and both fit his rela-
tionship with the land. Henry’s grand-
father and great-uncle purchased 600 
acres in 1927, stitching several smaller 
parcels to a larger one, and together 
they built Foster Farms. Henry’s 
parents moved, with their four chil-
dren, to the middle of  the farm in the 

1960s. Henry’s father worked in construction and property development but 
his passion was raising short horn cattle on the farm. While most of  us recall 
childhood chores with a bit of  distaste, Henry recounted his time working his 
way up the equipment scale, from riding mowers to large tractors, with a good 
bit of  nostalgia. It probably helped that his father assiduously paid an hourly 
wage and Henry’s first social security contribution came at age 14.

The original farm is split between three of  the descendants of  the original 
Foster Farm owners and all of  it is under preservation. Henry’s step-grand-
mother, Mrs. Arthur D. Foster, started the preservation easement process 
for the land, putting a portion of  the farm into the Maryland Environmen-
tal Trust in the 1980s.  Henry, his brother Courtenay, and their cousin Whit 
Foster, placed the remainder of  the land under easement with the Maryland 
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation in the ‘90s.

I usually ask people how they became involved with the VPC and thus far 
there have been a range of  answers. With Henry, you could say he was born 
into it.  Both his grandfather, Arthur D. Foster, Jr., and his step-grandfather, 
Nicholas G. Penniman III, were members of  the original crew who pulled 
together the funds for the Plan for the Valleys; Henry still has the receipts in 
family records. For Henry, I don’t think there was ever a moment where it 
would occur to him not to be a part of  an organization that continually works to improve and preserve the valleys; 
in essence, an organization that tries to be an able caretaker for the lands that we are all lucky enough to enjoy.
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Land Use Issues in the Valleys
Commercial Kennel Proposed in Chatalonee Village
Many residents in Greenspring Valley were surprised to learn that a commercial kennel opened shop on one of  the 
small parcels in the historic enclave known as Chatalonee Village. A historic African American schoolhouse that had 
been converted to a stunning residential home has now been transformed into a dog kennel. The business, Follow 
My Lead, started training dogs at the site in the summer of  2018 and applied for the required special exception in late 
November 2018. A hearing was held in February 2019, and a decision from the county’s administrative law judge was 
issued on March 4 that approved the special exception. The approval included several restrictive conditions including: 
a termination of  the special exception if  the owners sell the property; a limitation of  10 dogs allowed outside at any 
time; a maximum of  8 dogs allowed to be kept overnight; and prompt and proper disposal of  animal waste. Because 
the business takes dogs on field trips and can house additional dogs inside the former schoolhouse during the day, up 
to 25 dogs per day are expected to be under the care of  the kennel. The VPC and residents are grateful to Councilman 
Patoka who introduced Bill 7-19, passed by the county council on April 1, that corrected a glitch in the zoning regula-
tions that allowed a commercial kennel in RC zones with no specifc setback, as is standard for this use in other zones.
Due to an amendment making the bill prospective, the new 200’ setback requirement does not apply to the kennel at 
issue in Greenspring Valley.

Major Subdivision Proposed on St. Thomas Lane
A 9-lot subdivision has been proposed for the west end of  St. Thomas Lane. A community input meeting was held in 
late February where residents raised concerns about flooding that occurs in that area. Another concern is the plan to 
put stormwater management facilities in the forest buffer easement, which requires a variance. A development plan 
hearing has not been scheduled, but should be forthcoming. Stay tuned for updates.

Trinitarians Gain Approval for Subdivision Plan 
A 40-acre site off  of  Park Heights Avenue, known as the Trinity Fathers property, has been approved for a 13-home 
subdivision. This property has been raised in recent rezoning cycles, with the owners seeking an upzoning to DR 5.5 
that would have allowed much greater density than the current RC5 zoning as well as other uses. Owners were also 
hoping for an extension of  public water and sewer service along with the upzoning. All that is put to rest now as the 
property will be subdivided to accommodate 13 new lots along with the existing monastery where 7 priests currently 
reside. The existing conference center on the site will be demolished. The entrance to the new subdivision will be from 
Green Tree on the southwest side, and the existing entrance from Park Heights will be closed and reforested. Over 28 
acres of  the site will be under forest conservation, forest buffer, or other form of  permanent easement with the county.

Update on Commercial Solar Facilities
Despite concerns raised by VPC, Sparks-Glencoe Community Planning Council, North County Community Group, 
Hanover Road Association and other groups in the north county, industrial solar projects on prime agricultural soils 
and scenic roads have all gained approvals from the county’s administrative law judge. Many have also received county 
approval for limited exemptions, and some have received confirmation from the County Board of  Appeals. Some cases 
may get appealed to Circuit Court, but none have reached that stage as yet. In cases that are not subject to further ap-
peals, the solar developer can apply for building permits, and the last step is to get solar subscribers to sign up. Each 
solar developer needs 350 subscribers in order to get the financing needed for the facilities.

While solar energy development is needed and encouraged, the groups in the north county have strong concerns about 
the wisdom of  converting prime ag land to an industrial use. While solar panels can go in many locations (rooftops, 
parking lots, degraded lands, etc.), food requires good soil and climate, and that combination of  factors is in limited and 
diminishing supply. Productive farm land is also expected to be in greater demand due to climate change and growing 
population numbers. Of  the 14 applicants for commercial solar in Baltimore County, all are on RC zoned land, and 
most (9) are in district 3, where most of  the prime soils are located.
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Solar Bills Generate Heat in Annapolis
Several bills dealing with renewable energy were introduced in Annapolis during the 
2019 General Assembly. Two of  the most prominent bills are the Clean Energy Jobs 
Act (SB 516 and HB 1158) and a solar siting bill entitled Protecting Natural Resources 
and Preserving Productive Farms (SB 744 and HB 532). Both bills had lively hearings 
and debate and have been the subject of  much lobbying by staunch solar advocates and 
environmental and agricultural preservation groups who support solar energy devel-
opment but also want a measured approach to setting and meeting renewable energy 
goals. It has been an interesting time for environmentalists and energy advocates who 
want the same end result (more renewable energy), but differ on the best approach to 
attaining that goal.

The siting bill, which VPC supported, was introduced in the Senate by Senator Paul 
Pinsky (D-Anne Arundel County) and in the House by Delegates Dana Stein (D-
Baltimore County) and Michele Guyton (D-Baltimore County). The bill calls for a solar 
siting blueprint to guide facilities away from important ecological and agricultural lands 
and toward sites suitable for co-location and on already disturbed land. This bill faced 
strong headwinds in the House Environment and Transportation Committee, where 
the committee chair sided with the solar advocates who favor immediate action over a 
methodical approach aimed at optimal siting. Those preferring the latter are concerned 
about subsidizing the conversion of  the best agricultural land as well as issues related 
to grid capacity and potential ratepayer impacts. 

The Clean Energy Jobs Act, which would raise the state’s renewable portfolio standard (RPS) from 25% by 2020 to 50% by 2030 
among many other actions, also faces an uncertain fate. In addition to raising the pressure on increasing all renewable energy 
sources, the bill would raise the solar energy carve out from 2.5% to 14.5%, meaning there would be much added pressure for 
granting new solar facilities throughout the state. While that is good news in many respects, without a siting study or incentives to 
guide solar facilities to optimal sites, prime farm and forest land is essentially a sitting duck for conversion to this land-intensive 
industrial use. A chief  concern about raising the RPS standard this year is that the General Assembly required the Department of  
Natural Resources to conduct a study on raising the RPS and when, whether, and how it should be done. In 2017, the state hired a 
consultant for $780,000 to do this work. An interim report was issued in December of  2018 that raises many important issues to 
be addressed in the final report, along with recommendations on the RPS. The final report is not due until December of  this year. 
While the urgency to address climate change is real, it does not negate the need for taking time to plan. In fact, failing to plan ap-
pears to be the cause of  major conflicts that are delaying the expansion of  renewable energy. The outcome of  both bills should be 
known by the time this newsletter reaches readers; please watch for updates on social media.

The Maryland General Assembly is being pressured 
to raise the RPS before receiving results of  a study due 
December 2019, for which the state paid $780,000.

CO-OP Solar: A Great Deal for Homeowners
The VPC hosted an information session with Solar United Neighbors on March 26th.  
The event featured an overview of  solar technology and economics as well as an in-
troduction to Solar United Neighbors co-op model for bulk purchasing of  residential 
solar systems. Their model works by gathering large groups of  people from an area, 
currently Baltimore City & County, who are interested in installing solar on their rooftops, then inviting solar companies to put 
together bids with reduced pricing for panels and installations. Once all bids are received, a subset of  the neighbors in the co-op 
select the proposal they like best, and the solar company then sets up individual home visits to design a solar system that fits their 
needs. Benefits of  co-op solar include:

•	 All the benefits of  solar go to the homeowner including the federal tax credit and the net metering energy savings.

•	 Most people start to see a profit from their solar panels after about eight years, with a system life of  about twenty years.

There is absolutely no obligation to a homeowner that joins the co-op; members can leave at any time for any reason. Solar United 
Neighbors provides great advice to people interested in investigating solar for their homes and is completely neutral when it 
comes to solar installers. For more information, please visit Solar United Neighbors at solarunitedneighbors.org or contact Megan 
Billingsley at VPC (megan@thevpc.org).

mailto:megan@thevpc.org


Yes, I want to protect Baltimore County’s agricultural, natural, 
historic, and scenic resources, and work to promote a balanced 

and rational use of the land for the benefit of present and future 
generations by becoming a VPC member at the following level:

  Executive ($10,000 & above)
  Steward ($5,000 to $9,999)
  Guardian ( $2,500 to $4,999)
  Preservationist ($1,500 to $2,499)
  Conservator ($500 to $1,499)
  Advocate ($150 to $499)
  Supporter (up to $149)

      Young Associate (up to $50)
 
Name____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________________________________
Phone____________________ email___________________________ 
  

The Valleys Planning Council Inc.
P.O. Box 5402, Towson, MD 21285-5402

410-337-6877    www.thevpc.org

The Valleys Planning 
Council is a 501 (c) (3)

tax-exempt 
organization.

Your donation is tax 
deductible to the fullest

extent allowed.
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